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Membership

Jane Griffith reported that
present membership is 629: 431
households had paid current
subscription but, by February 9,
107 had still to do so, and will
not receive this newsletter.

Third Annual Conference

Planning is now well in hand for
the Third Sea of Faith
Conference, which is to be held
at the Central Institute of
Technology, Heretaunga, Hutt
Valley, Wellington, August 25-7.
The Steering Committee has set
up a separate Conference
committee, headed initially by
Janet Lambie, who has also been
engaged as the Conference
Administrator. More details
shortly.

Don Cupitt

An invitation was sent to Don
Cupitt to attend our Third
Conference but he regrets that
his health prevents him from
such an undertaking as yet, as
it has from accepting some
invitations to USA. He is still
writing, however. His next book,
The Last Philosophy, should
appear during March in UK and he
is already working on the one to
follow.

Ronald Pearse

Ronald, the very assiduous
secretary of the SoF (UK) has
recently shifted to:15 Burton
Street, Loughborough, LE11 2DT,
ENGLAND

He has kindly become the
distributor of books from New
Zealand and has handled to date
156 orders of Tomorrow'’s God.

SEA OF FAITH MAGAZINE

This quarterly magazine of the
SoF (UK) is edited by David
Boulton, Hobsons, Dent, Cumbria
LA10 5RF. To help overseas
subscribers it 1s now available
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for EIGHT POUNDS per year.

Anthony Freeman

SoFer’'s will be interested to
learn that, since being
dismissed from his post by his
bishop, this vicar is now living
at Oxford and has taken a part-
time job editing the new Journal
of Consciousness Studies. The
press release announcing his
appointment added that he had
received messages of welcome
from both the local bishop and
the parish priest. The Bishop of
Oxford is the author of The Real
God, a book hurriedly written to
counter Anthony'’'s book God in
us. Anthony is already on the
SoFnet (see next item).

Contracting Time and Space (with
Internet)

If H G Wells had any premonition of the
Internet when he wrote The Time Machine
(1895) or even The Shape of Things to Come
(1933), his scientific/social speculations might
have taken a rather different turn. Today we
are on the threshold of the ‘Information
Super-Highway' which will make text, sounds
and images instantly available from across the
world into our offices and homes. The
Internet, which today is a world-wide
interconnection of computer networks and
their  software linked by high-speed
telecommunications, is the prototype
information highway. The commonest
application, electronic mail (email), provides
an easily-used medium for the ‘connection’ of
people's minds across the world, enabling
news and ideas to be freely exchanged. Thus
the distances that separate us and the lengthy
time for personal visit or conventional mail to
travel is enormously contracted. The problem
of telephone communication across time zones
is obviated as the messages are delivered to a
computer ‘mailbox' which the recipient can
‘look into' when convenient. SoFers might
consider both the practical and theological
implications of this communications
revolution,







