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Announcing the 1998 Conference: “Inventing Reality”

From the Steering
Committee

On Saturday 14 February the Commit-
tee gathered in Wellington for a full
day mecting. After dealing with a
small amount of general business the
remainder of the day was devoted to
planning the 1998 Conference. We
were all delighted with the progress
which has been made so far and we can
assure you that this year's conference
will continue the very high standard
that we have all come to expect from
Sea of Faith conferences.

This year the conference is based at
the Central Institute of Technology in
Upper Hutt and will take place from
9-11 October. There will be a limit of
200 places for this Conference - a
limitation that has been accepted by
the Committee in order to utilise the
superb lecture theatre at C.LT.

Following on the successful introduc-
tion of a conference theme last year,
the theme for 1998 is “Inventing
Reality” — a theme that has great
potential for interesting elective
lectures and workshops topics. Two of
the three keynote speakers have already
been confirmed - Professor John
Bishop of the Philosophy Department
of Auckland University and Dr.
Fernando, psychiatrist. The Committee
are actively pursuing the third speaker
(a woman).

The Steering Committee always take
cognisance of the evaluation forms of
the previous conference and with the
strong recommendations of these will
continue the innovations of last year —
core groups and elective lectures —
and there will also be two opportuni-
ties for workshops and less pressure on
the Saturday programme. All this is
possible by starting the Conference

early on the Friday afternoon.

In this newsletter there is an invita-
tion to offer to run a workshop for this
conference — I would encourage you to
consider this. Do note that the
presenter of a workshop is expected to
spend only about 10 minutes introduc-
ing the topic and then the remainder of
the time is given over to discussion by
the whole group. Workshops are not
mini-lectures and therefore with this
format in mind the idea of offering to
run a workshop on the theme Inventing
Reality may not secem so daunting. Its
always good to have offers of
workshops from those who haven't
previously run one.

I do hope that you are planning to
attend the 1998 Conference and would
encourage you to register as soon as the
registration forms are sent out in order
to be assured of a place.

Jane Griffith, Chairperson

From the Conference
Coordinator:

'Same Campus: Different Facilities' |
Yes, this year's conference is being |}
held again at the CIT campus, |
Heretaunga with its lovely park-like |
surroundings. Located within the one |
building we have a state-of-the-art |
Lecture Theatre for our plenary |
sessions, classrooms for break-away |
groups and the Lecture Theatre Foyer |
for lunches, tea breaks and general |
socialising. Halls of Residence and |
Dining Room are a short (covered) |
Accommodation offers |}

walk away.
single and double rooms with shared or

ensuite facilities. Registration material |
will be mailed to all members in |

August.
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Janet Lambie ||

Lead a Workshop?
A workshop is an opportunity for a
small group to explore the theme of
this year's Conference from the point of
view of the leader. In a workshop, as
distinct from a lecture, all members
contribute to the discussion and have a
share in the outcome

A facilitator will work with the
workshop leader to ensure the smooth
running of the workshop and that all
participants will get an opprtunity to
contribute.
* Have you any ideas on the theme
"Inventing Reality”, that interests you
and that could be explored with others?
= Have you a question that would lend
itself to consideration by a sympathetic
group?
= Have you ideas that could perhaps be
clarified and developed?

If so, then please consider offering
to lead a workshop — or suggesting
someone who could.

A workshop is meot a high-powercs
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