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"I'm Religious, I don't discuss War”

Is it appropriate to be discussing the Iraq war under Sea of Faith auspices?
Should we leave it to political discussion groups?

An Editorial

The Middle East Muddle

The Israel problem had at is instigation a perception
by some Jews and some Christians that the creation
of a Jewish homeland in the Middle East was a
religious obligation. In a talk to the Auckland Central
SoFN Group on March 16th (see page 7) , Philip
Culbertson used Karen Armstrong’s useful
distinction between mythos and logos as part of his
explanation. This is amplified in an excerpt on

page 3. You can get Lloyd Geering’s excellent book
on the origins of this conflict, Who Owns The Holy
Land? from The St Andrews Trust for the Study of
Religion and Society (SATRS) in NZ. Their details
are on their website at www.standrews.org.nz/satrs/

Fandamentalism

There is emerging a looming worldwide tragic
standoff between Fundamentalist Christians and
Fundamentalist Muslims. The incursion of religious
fundamentalism into global politics has become
problematic. Incidentally, western military tactics
appear to be as unable to deal with terrorists as they
were with Vietnamese guerilla fighters a generation
ago. Perhaps someone might mention diplomacy to
the Pentagon? We plan a review of Karen
Armstrong’s work on religious fundamentalism (The
Battle for God) in the next Newsletter. SATRS will be
running a lecture series on Fundamentalism in July
in Wellington.

Just War

Frank Gaze writes eloquently about the "Just War"
argument on page 10. Its easier to get the hearts and
minds of the folks at home when you're sending their
sons and daughters to get killed if there is a buy-in to
a "higher purpose”.

Doing God’s Will

It must feel great to be an agent of divine governance
or retribution - "jihad" and "crusade” are frequently
spoken. My own view is that if terrorism and the
current war effort is “God’s will”, then I would

recommend subscribing to a better god. After all, a
gun is an instrument of death with a human being at
each end.

So, Where'’s the SoFN?

I suppose it all comes down to the tightrope that the
SoFN is often tempted to walk:

« On the one hand, we know that mixing religion and
politics usually ends up creating schism to both sets
of organisations.

« On the other, if one has a religious faith, especially
one that can be articulated, then it must (by
definition) be the most profound set of views that
you have on anything — including politics.

*To "count me out because I'm religious but not
political” might be to adopt a worthwhile principle
but to offer nothing practical. It seems to be a
recipe for irrelevance and a denial of the priority of
religious faith.

« If you have a view, of if you are as ambivalent as |
am, then submit a Letter to the Editor before June
1st.

Noel Cheer, Editor







